
CONSENT 
          Prison Life Study 
          Dr. Zimbardo 
          August 1971 

 
 
_________________________________   ______________________________ 
  (date)       (name of volunteer) 
 
 
 I, _______________________________, the undersigned, hereby consent to participate as a 

volunteer in a prison life study research project to be conducted by the Stanford University Psychology 

Department. 

 The nature of the research project has been fully explained to me, including, without limitation, 

the fact that paid volunteers will be randomly assigned to the roles of either "prisoners" or "guards" for the 

duration of the study.  I understand that participation in the research project will involve a loss of privacy, 

that I will be expected to participate for the full duration of the study, that I will only be released from 

participation for reasons of health deemed adequate by the medical advisers to the research project or for 

other reasons deemed appropriate by Dr. Philip Zimbardo, Principal Investigator of the project, and that I 

will be expected to follow directions from staff members of the project or from other participants in the 

research project. 

 I am submitting myself for participation in this research project with full knowledge and 

understanding of the nature of the research project and of what will be expected of me.  I specifically 

release the Principal Investigator and the staff members of the research project, Stanford University, its 

agents and employees, and the Federal Government, its agents and employees, from any liability to me 

arising in any way out of my participation in the project. 

 
 
       ____________________________________ 
        (signature of volunteer) 
 
Witness: ___________________________ 
 
 If volunteer is a minor: 
 
       ____________________________________ 
        (signature of person authorized to  
           consent for volunteer) 
 
Witness: ___________________________ 
 
       ____________________________________ 
        (relationship to volunteer) 


